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NIGHTS

T heseus.

Now, fair Hippolyta, our nuptial hour

Draws on apace ; four happy days bring in
Another moon : but, O, methinks, how slow
This old moon wanes! she lingers my desires,
Like to a step-dame or a dowager

Long withering out a young man’s revenue.
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sc.i. A MIDSUMMER-NIGHT'S DREAM

Stand forth, Demetrius. My noble lord,

This man hath my consent to marry her.

Stand forth, Lysander : and, my gracious duke,
This man hath bewitch’d the bosom of my child :
Thou, thou, Lysander, thou hast given her rhymes
And interchanged love-tokens with my child :
Thou hast by moonlight at her window sung
With feigning voice verses of feigning love,

And stolen the impression of her fantasy

With bracelets of thy hair, rings, gawds, conceits,
Knacks, trifles, nosegays, sweetmeats, messengers
Of strong prevailment in unharden’d youth :
With cunning hast thou filch’d my daughter’s heart,
Turn’d her obedience, which is due to me,

To stubborn harshness : and, my gracious duke,
Be it so she will not here before your grace
Consent to marry with Demetrius,

| beg the ancient privilege of Athens,

As she is mine, | may dispose of her :

Which shall be either to this gentleman

Or to her death, according to our law
Immediately provided in that case.

&

What say you, Hermia ? be advised, fair maid :
To you your father should be as a god ;

One that composed your beauties, yea, and one
To whom you are but as a form in wax

By him imprinted and within his power
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6 A MIDSUMMER-NIGHT'S DREAM

Lysander.
You have her father’s love, Demetrius ;
Let me have Hermia’s : do you marry him.

E geus.
Scornful Lysander ! true, he hath my love,
And what is mine my love shall render him.
And she is mine, and all my right of her
| do estate unto Demetrius.

Lysander.

I am, my lord, as well derived as he,

As well possess’d ; my love is more than his ;
My fortunes every way as fairly rank’d,

If not with vantage, as Demetrius’;

And, which is more than all these boasts can be,
| am beloved of beauteous Hermia :

Why should not | then prosecute my right ?
Demetrius, 111 avouch it to his head,

Made love to Nedar’s daughter, Helena,

And won her soul; and she, sweet lady, dotes,
Devoutly dotes, dotes in idolatry,

Upon this spotted and inconstant man.

T heseus.

I must confess that | have heard so much,

And with Demetrius thought to have spoke thereof
But, being over-full of self-affairs,

My mind did lose it. But, Demetrius, come;
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sc. . A MIDSUMMER-NIGHT'S DREAM

Because it is a customary cross,
As due to love as thoughts and dreams and sighs,
Wishes and tears, poor fancy’s followers.

Lysander.

A good persuasion : therefore, hear me, Hermia.
I have a widow aunt, a dowager

Of great revenue, and she hath no child :

From Athens is her house remote seven leagues;
And she respects me as her only son.

There, gentle Hermia, may | marry thee;

And to that place the sharp Athenian law
Cannot pursue us. If thou lovest me then,
Steal forth thy father’s house to-morrow night
And in the wood, a league without the town,
Where | did meet thee once with Helena,

To do observance to a morn of May,

There will | stay for thee.

Hermia.

My good Lysander
I swear to thee, by Cupid’s strongest bow,
By his best arrow with the golden head,
By the simplicity of Venus’ doves,
By that which knitteth souls and prospers loves,
And by that fire which burn’d the Carthage queen,
When the false Troyan under sail was seen,
By all the vows that ever men have broke,
In number more than ever women spoke,

9
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sc. . A MIDSUMMER-NIGHT'S DREAM 119

T heseus.

Would you desire lime and hair to speak better?

t D emetrius.

It is the wittiest partition that ever | heard discourse,
my lord.

/ Pyramus.

T heseus.

Pyramus draws near the wall: silence !

Pyramus.

O grim-lookd night! O night with hue so black!

O night, which ever art when day is not!
0 night, O night! alack, alack, alack,
1 fear my Thisby’s promise is forgot!
And thou, O wall, O sweet, O lovely wall,

That stand’st between her father’s ground and mine !
Thou wall, O wall, O sweet and lovely wall,

Show me thy chink, to blink through with mine

eyne! [Wall %
Thanks, courteous wall: Jove shield thee well for
this!

But what see 1 ? No Thisby do | see
O wicked wall, through whom | see no bliss!
Cursed be thy stones for thus deceiving me!
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Ep A MIDSUMMER-NIGHT'S DREAM
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For, by thy gracious, golden, glittering gleams,
| trust to take of truest Thisby sight.

But stay, O spite!

But mark, poor knight,
What dreadful dole is here!

Eyes, do you see ?

How can it be ?
O dainty duck! O dear!

Thy mantle good,

What, stain’d with blood!
Approach, ye Furies fell!

O Fates, come, come,

Cut thread and thrum ;
Quiail, crush, conclude, and quell!

This passion, and the death of a dear friend, would
¥o near to make a man look sad.

0 11
Beshrew my heart, but | pity the man.

- &
O wherefore, Nature, didst thou lions frame ?
Since lion vile hath here deflower’d my dear:
Which is—no, no—which was the fairest dame
That lived, that loved, that liked, that look’d with

cheer.
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*

She hath spied him already with those sweet eyes.

+ &
And thus she means, videlicet—

Asleep, my love ?
What, dead, my dove ?

O Pyramus, arise!
Speak, speak. Quite dumb ?
Dead, Dead ? A tomb

Must cover thy sweet eyes.
These lily lips,
This cherry nose,

These yellow cowslip cheeks,
Are gone, are gone :
Lovers, make moan :

His eyes were green as leeks.
O Sisters Three,
Come, come to me,

With hands as pale as milk ;
Lay them in gore,
Since you have shore

With shears his thread of silk.
Tongue, not a word :
Come, trusty sword ;

Come, blade, my breast imbrue:

\ Stabs herself.
I
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/ Oberon T itania

Oberon.
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Through the house give glimmering light
By the dead and drowsy fire
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