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she thought it over afterwards, it occurred 
to her that she ought to have wondered at 
this, but at the time it all seemed quite 
naturai); but when the Rabbit actuaiiy 
<3 <rw/ q/* and
looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice 
started to her feet, for it flashed across her 
mind that she had never before seen a rabbit 
with either a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch to 
take out of it, and burning with curiosity, 
she ran across the held after it, and was just 
in time to see it pop down a large rabbit-hole 
under the hedge.

In another moment down went Alice after 
it, never once considering how in the world 
she was to get out again.

The rabbit-hole went straight on like a 
tunnel for some way, and then dipped 
suddenly down, so suddenly that Alice had 
not a moment to think about stopping herself 
before she found herself falling down what 
seemed to be a very deep well.

Either the well was very deep, or she fell 
very slowly, for she had plenty of time as she 
went down to look about her, and to wonder 
what was going to happen next. First, she 
�
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tried to look down and make out what she 
was coming to, but it was too dark to see 
anything ; then she looked at the sides of the ^  
well and noticed that they 
were filled with cupboards and 
book-shelves : here and there 
she saw maps and pictures 
hung upon pegs. She took 
down a jar from one of the 
shelves as she passed ; it was 
labelled "ORANGE MAR­
MALADE, but to her dis­
appointment it was empty; 
she did not like to drop the 
jar for fear of killing some-
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Presently she began again. " I wonder if DoKw//;<- 
1 shall fall right the earth ! How
lunny it 11 seem to come out among the people 
that walk with their heads downwards! The 
Antipathies, I think—" (she was rather glad 
there no one listening, this time, as it 
didn't sound at all the right word) "—but 
I shall have to ask them what the name of the 
country is, you know. Please, Ma'am, is this 
New Zealand or Australia ? " (and she tried to 
curtsey as she spoke—fancy as
you're falling through the a ir! Do you think 
you could manage it?) "And what an igno­
rant little girl she'll think m e! No, it'll 
never do to ask : perhaps I shall see it written 
up somewhere."

Down, down, down. There was nothing 
else to do, so Alice soon began talking again.
" Dinah'll miss me very much to-night, I 
should th ink ! (Dinah was the cat.) " I 
hope they'll remember her saucer of milk at 
tea-time. Dinah, my dear, I wish you were 
down here with m e! There are no mice in 
the air, Pm afraid, but you might catch a bat, 
and that's very like a mouse, you know. But 
do cats eat bats, I wonder?" And here Alice
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she could not even get her head through the 
doorway ; and even if my head would go 
through," thought poor Alice, " it would be of 
very little use without my shoulders. Oh, 
how I wish I could shut up like a telescope! 
I think I could, if I only knew how to begin." 
For, you see, so many out-of-the-way things 
had happened lately, that Alice had begun to 
think that very few things indeed were really 
impossible.

There seemed to be no use in waiting by 
the little door, so she went back to the table, 
half hoping she might find another key on it, 
or at any rate a book of rules for shutting 
people up like telescopes : this time she found 
a little bottle on it (" which certainly was not 
here before," said Alice,) and tied round the 
neck of the bottle was a paper label, with the 
words "D R IN K  M E" beautifully printed 
on it in large letters.

It was all very well to say " Drink me," 
but the wise little Alice was not going to do 

in a hurry. " No, I'll look first," she 
said, "and see whether it's marked 
or n o t; " for she had read several nice little 
stories about children who had got burnt, 
8
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A L I C E ' S  A D V E N T U R E S  I N W O N D E R L A N D
/Vo/ c /gors / she would manage it. " They must go by the 

carrier," she thought; "and how funny it'd 
seem, sending presents to one's own feet! 
And how odd the directions wiH iook!

Alice's Right Foot, Esq.
Hearthrug,

near the Fender,
(with Alice's love).

Oh dear, what nonsense I'm talking ! "
Just then her head struck against the roof 

of the hall: in fact she was now rather more 
than nine feet high, and she at once took up 
the little golden key and hurried off to the 
garden door.

Poor Alice! It was as much as she could 
do, lying down on one side, to look through 
into the garden with one eye; but to get 
through was more hopeless than ever: she 
sat down and began to cry again.

"You ought to be ashamed of yourself," 
said Alice, " a great girl like you " (she might 
well say this), " to go on crying in this way ! 
Stop this moment, I tell you ! " But she went 
on all the same, shedding gallons of tears, 
until there was a large pool all round her, 
14
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A L I C E ' S  A D V E N T U R E S  I N  W O N D E R L A N D
jPoo/ o/*a row of lodging houses, and behind tiicni a 

railway station.) However, she soon made 
out that she was in the pool of tears which 
she had wept when she was nine feet high.

" I wish I hadn't cried so much!" said 
Alice, as she swam about, trying to And her 
way out. " I shall be punished for it now, I 
suppose, by being drowned in my own tears ! 
That be a queer thing, to be su re!
However, everything is queer to-day."

Just then she heard something splashing 
about in the pool a little way off, and she 
swam nearer to make out what it was : at 
first she thought it must be a walrus or hip­
popotamus, but then she remembered how 
small she was now, and she soon made out 
that it was only a mouse that had slipped in 
like herself.

"W ould it be of any use now," thought 
Alice, " to speak to this mouse ? Everything 
is so out-of-the-way down here, that I should 
think very likely it can talk : at any rate, 
there's no harm in trying." So she began : 
"O  Mouse, do you know the way out of this 
pool ? I am very tired of swimming about 
here, O Mouse!" (Alice thought this must 
��
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CHAPTER III
HEY were indeed a queer-looking 
party that assembled on the bank 
—the birds with draggled feathers, 
the animals with their fur clinging 

close to them, and all dripping wet, cross, 
and uncomfortable.

The first question of course was, how to 
get dry again : they had a consultation about 
this, and after a few minutes it seemed quite 
natural to Alice to find herself talking 
familiarly with them, as if she had known 
them all her life. Indeed, she had quite a 
long argument with the Lory, who at last 
turned sulky, and would only say, " I am 
older than you, and must know better ; " and 
this Alice would not allow without knowing 
how old it was, and, as the Lory positively 
refused to tell its age, there was no more to 
be said.
��
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At last the Mouse, who seemed to be a 
person of authority among them, called out 
" Sit down, ail of you, and iisten to me ! /7 /  
soon make you dry enough ! " They aii sat 
down at once, in a large ring, with the 
Mouse in the middle. Alice kept her eyes 
anxiously fixed on it, for she felt sure she 
would catch a bad cold if she did not get dry 
very soon.

"Ahem !" said the Mouse with an im­
portant air. "Are you all ready? This is 
the driest thing I know. Silence all round, 
if you please! ' William the Conqueror,
whose cause was favoured by the pope, was 
soon submitted to by the English, who 
wanted leaders, and had been of late much 
accustomed to usurpation and conquest. 
Edwin and Morcar, the earls of Mercia and 
Northumbria—' "

" Ugh ! " said the Lory, with a shiver.
" I beg your pardon!" said the Mouse, 

frowning, but very politely. " Did you 
speak ? "

" Not I ! " said the Lory hastily.
" I thought you did," said the Mouse, 

" —I proceed. 'Edwin and Morcar, the
25
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A L I C E ' S  A D V E N T U R E S  I N W O N D E R L A N D
earls of Mercia and Northumbria, declared for 

even Stigand, the patriotic Arch­
bishop of Canterbury, found it advisable—' "

" Found ?" said the Duck.
" Found %7," the Mouse replied rather 

crossly: "o f course you know what ' i t '  
means."

" I  know what ' i t '  means well enough, 
when /  find a thing," said the Duck; "it's 
generally a frog or a worm. The question 
is, what did the archbishop find ?"

The Mouse did not notice this question, 
but hurriedly went on, " ' —found it ad­
visable to go with Edgar Atheling to meet 
William and offer him the crown. William's 
conduct at first was moderate. But the in­
solence of his Normans—' Flow are you 
getting on now, my dear?" it continued, 
turning to Alice as it spoke.

"As wet as ever," said Alice in a melan­
choly tone; "doesn't seem to dry me at all."

"In  that case," said the Dodo solemnly, 
rising to its feet, " I move that the meeting 
adjourn, for the immediate adoption of more 
energetic remedies----- "

" Speak English ! " said the Eaglet. " I 
��
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,4 CcMws- when they had been running ha!f an hour or 
and were quite dry again, the Dodo 

suddenly called "The race is over!" and 
they all crowded round it, panting, and ask­
ing " But who has won ? "

This question the Dodo could not answer 
without a great deal of thought, and it stood 
for a long time with one finger pressed upon 
its forehead (the position in which you 
usually see Shakespeare, in the pictures of 
him), while the rest waited in silence. At 
last the Dodo said " has won, and
%// must have prizes."

" But who is to give the prizes ?" quite 
a chorus of voices asked.

" Why, of course," said the Dodo,
pointing to Alice with one hnger ; and the 
whole party at once crowded round her, 
calling out in a confused way, "Prizes! 
Prizes ! "

Alice had no idea what to do, and in 
despair she put her hand in her pocket, and 
pulled out a box of comhts (luckily the salt 
water had not got into it), and handed them 
round as prizes. There was exactly one a- 
piece all round.
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A L I C E ' S  A D V E N T U R E S  I N W O N D E R L A N D
,4 a ring, and begged the Mouse to teH them

" You promised to teH me your history, 
you know," said Alice, " and why it is you 
hate—C and D," she added in a whisper, half 
afraid that it would be offended again.

"Mine is a long and sad tale!" said the 
Mouse, turning to Alice and sighing.

" It A a long tail, certainly," said Alice, 
looking down with wonder at the Mouse's 
tail; "but why do you call it sad?" And 
she kept on puzzling about it while the 
Mouse was speaking, so that her idea of 
the tale was something like this :—

Z.OMg* 74 A? something more.



CHAPTER V
HE Caterpillar and Alice looked 
at each other for some time in 
silence : at last the Caterpillar took 
the hookah out of its mouth, and 

addressed her in a languid, sleepy voice.
"W ho a re jy o ? /sa id  the Caterpillar.
This was not an encouraging opening for a 

conversation. Alice replied, rather shyly, " I 
hardly know, sir, just at present—at least I 
know who I Kwxwhen I got up this morning, 
but I think I must have been changed several 
times since then."

"W hat do you mean by that?"said the 
Caterpillar sternly. " Explain yourself! "

" I can't explain I'm afraid, sir,"
said Alice, "because I'm not myself, you see."

" I don't see," said the Caterpillar.
" I'm afraid I can't put it more clearly," 

Alice replied very politely, " for I can't undcr-
i) 49
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7 phon went on in a deep voice, " are done with 

whiting. Now you know."
" And what are they made of? " Alice asked 

in a tone of great curiosity.
" Soles and eels, of course," the Gryphon 

replied rather impatiently: "any shrimp could 
have told you that."

" If I'd been the whiting," said Alice, whose 
thoughts were still running on the song, " I'd 
have said to the porpoise, ' Keep back, please : 
we don't want pw/ with us !' "

" They were obliged to have him with them," 
the Mock Turtle said: "now ise fish would 
go anywhere without a porpoise."

" Wouldn't it rcal'y?" said Alice in a tone 
of great surprise.

" Of course not," said the Mock Turtle : 
"why, if a fish came to 7/2̂ , and told me he 
was going a journey, I should say, ' With 
what porpoise ? '"

" Don't you mean 'purpose ' ?" said Alice.
" I mean what I say," the Mock Turtle 

replied in an offended tone. And the Gryphon 
added, "Come, let's hear some of ad­
ventures."

" I could tell you my adventures—beginning
���
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from this morning," said Alice a littic timidly : 
"but it's no use going back to yesterday, be­
cause I was a different person then."

" Explain all that," said the Mock Turtle.
"No, no ! The adventures first," said the 

Gryphon in an impatient tone: "explanations 
take such a dreadful time."

So Alice began telling them her adventures 
from the time when she first saw the White 
Rabbit. She was a little nervous about it 
just at first, the two creatures got so close to 
her, one on each side, and opened their eyes 
and mouths so w ry wide, but she gained 
courage as she went on. Her listeners were 
perfectly quiet till she got to the part about 
her repeating " ITw <?rc ATZ/Aw,"
to the Caterpillar, and the words all coming 
different, and then the Mock Turtle drew 
a long breath, and said, "That's very 
curious."

"It's all about as curious as it can be," said 
the Gryphon.

" It all came different! " the Mock Turtle 
repeated thoughtfully. " I should like to 
hear her repeat something now. Tell her to 
begin." He looked at the Gryphon as if he
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77;c thought it had some kind of authority over 
Alice.

"Stand up and repeat ''7 A  /Ac ?w'cc <?ƒ 
/Ac " said the Gryplion.

IIow the creatures order one about, and 
make one repeat lessons !" thought Alice. 
" I might as well be at school at once." 
However, she got up, and began to repeat it, 
but her head was so full of the Lobster 
Ouadrille, that she hardly knew what she 
was saying, and the words came very queer 
indeed:—
" 'Tis the voice of the Lobster ; t heard him 

declare,
' You have baked me too brown, I must sugar my 

hair.'
As a duck with its eyelids, so he with his nose 
Trims his belt and his buttons, and turns out his 

toes.
A lien  the sands are all dry, he is gay as a lark,
And will talk in contemptuous tones of the Shark : 
But, when the tide rises and sharks are around,
His voice has a timid and tremulous sound."

"That's different from what /  used to sav 
when I was a child," said the Gryphon.

" Well, /  never heard it before," said the 
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CHAPTER XI
TH King and Queen of Hearts S/o/r 

were seated on their throne 
when they arrived, with a great 
crowd assembled about them— 

all sorts of little birds and beasts, as well as 
the whole pack of catds . the Kna\c was 
standing before them, in chains, with a 
soldier on each side to guard him ; and near 
the King was the White Rabbit, with a trum­
pet in one hand, and a scroll of parchment in 
the other. In the very middle of the court 
was a table, with a large dish of tarts upon 
i t : they looked so good, that it made Alice 
quite hungry to look at them—" I wish they'd 
get the trial done," she thought, "and hand 
round the refreshments! " But there seemed 
to be no chance of this, so she began looking 
about her, to pass away the time.

Alice had never been in a court of justice
EYT
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before, but she had read about them iu books, 
and she was quite pleased to find that she 
knew the name of nearly everything there. 
"That's the judge," she said to herself, 
"because of his great wig."

The judge, by the way, was the King ; and 
as he wore his crown over the wig, he did not 
look at all comfortable, and it was certainly 
not becoming.

"And that's the jury-box," thought Alice, 
" and those twelve creatures," (she was 
obliged to say " creatures," you see, because 
some of them were animals, and some were 
birds,) "I suppose they are the jurors." She 
said this last word two or three times over 
to herself, being rather proud of i t : for she 
thought, and rightly too, that very few little 
girls of her age knew the meaning of it at all. 
However, "jurymen" would have done just 
as well.

The twelve jurors were all writing very 
busily on slates. " What are they all doing?" 
Alice whispered to the Gryphon. "They 
can't have anything to put down yet, before 
the trial's begun."

"They're putting down their names," the
1 4 0











Gryphon whispered in reply, "for fear they 
should forget them before the end of the 
trial."

"Stupid things!" Alice began in a loud, 
indignant voice, but she stopped hastily, for 
the White Rabbit cried out "Silence in the 
court ! " and the King put on his spectacles 
and looked anxiously round, to see who was 
talking.

Alice could see, as well as if she were 
looking over their shoulders, that all the 
jurors were writing down " stupid things ! " 
on their slates, and she could even make out 
that one of them didn't know how to spell 
"stupid," and that he had to ask his neigh­
bour to tell him. "A  nice muddle their 
slates will be in before the trial's over!" 
thought Alice.

One of the jurors had a pencil that 
squeaked. This, of course, Alice could 
stand, and she went round the court and 
got behind him, and very soon found an op­
portunity of taking it away. She did it 
so quickly that the poor little juror (it was 
Bill, the Lizard) could not make out at all 
what had become of i t ; so, after hunting all
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yu/w 71f?r/x ? about for it, lie was obliged to write with one 
finger ha* the rest of die day; and this was 
of very little use, as it left no mark on the 
slate.

" Herald, read the accusation ! " said the 
King.

On this the White Rabbit blew three blasts 
on the trumpet, and then unrolled the parch­
ment scroll, and read as follows :

A��.#�Z0##%�!�� �#$ -�9� �.#�"$I#� �!"#�-$ -�9
�==� !%�a �0""# �I$��1

�.#� �%$G#�!���#$ -�9� .#��-!=#�-.!�#� -$ -�9
�%I� -!!K� -.#"� �0,-#�$+$�HA

"Consider your verdict," the King said to 
the jury.

"N ot yet, not yet!" the Rabbit hastily 
interrupted. " There's a great deal to come 
before that!"

"Call the first witness," said the King; 
and the Rabbit blew three blasts on the 
trumpet, and called out " First witness !"

The first witness was the Hatter. He 
came in with a teacup in one hand and a 
piece of bread-and-butter in the other. " I 
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"Don't talk nonsense," said Alice more W/wS/oAr 
boldly : " you know you're growing too."

"Yes, but /  grow at a reasonable pace," 
said the Dormouse ; " not in that ridiculous 
fashion." And he got up very sulkily and 
crossed over to the other side of the court.

All this time the Queen had never left off 
staring at the Ilatter, and, just as the Dor­
mouse crossed the court, she said to one of 
the officers of the court, " Bring me the list 
of the singers in the last concert ! " on which 
the wretched flatter trembled so, that he 
shook off both his shoes.

"Give your evidence," the King repeated 
angrily, "or I'll have you executed, whether 
you're nervous or not."

" I'm a poor man, your Majesty," the 
Hatter began, in a trembling voice, "—and I 
hadn't begun my tea—not above a week or so 
—and what with the bread-and-butter getting 
so thin—and the twinkling of the tea-----"

" The twinkling of said the King.
" It with the tea," the Hatter replied.
"O f course twinkling <5̂2*72.? with a T !" 

said the King sharply. " Do you take me 
for a dunce? Go on ! "
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with an anxious look at the Queen, who was 
wading the list of singers.

"You may go," said the King; and the 
Hatter hurriedly left the court, without even 
waiting to put his shoes on.

"—and just take his head off outside," the 
Queen added to one of the officers; but the 
Hatter was out of sight before the officer 
could get to the door.

" Call the next witness 1 " said the King.
The next witness was the Duchess's cook. 

She carried the pepper-box in her hand, and 
Alice guessed who it was, even before she got 
into the court, by the way the people near the 
door began sneezing all at once.

" Give your evidence," said the King.
" Sha'n't," said the cook.
The King looked anxiously at the White 

Rabbit, who said in a low voice, " Your 
Majesty must cross-examine witness."

"Well, if I must, I must," the King said 
with a melancholy air, and, after folding his 
arms and frowning at the cook till his eyes 
were nearly out of sight, he said in a deep 
voice, "W hat are tarts made of?"

" Pepper, mostly," said the cook.
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CHAPTER X II
E R E !"  cried Alice, quite forget­
ting in the hurry of the moment 
how large she had grown in the 
last few minutes, and she jumped 

up in such a hurry that she tipped over the 
jury-box with the edge of her skirt, upsetting 
all the jurymen on to the heads of the crowd 
below, and there they lay sprawling about, 
reminding her very much of a globe of gold­
fish she had accidentally upset the week 
before.

" Oh, I your pardon ! " she exclaimed in 
a tone of great dismay, and began picking 
them up again as quickly as she could, for 
the accident of the gold-fish kept running in 
her head, and she had a vague sort of idea 
that they must be collected at once and put 
back into the jury-box, or they would die.

" The trial cannot proceed," said the King
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" Well, I shan't go, at any rate," said Alice : 
"besides, that's not a regular rule: you in­
vented it just now."

" It's the oldest rule in the book," said the 
King.

"Then it ought to be Number One," said 
Alice.

The King turned pale, and shut his note­
book hastily. "Consider your verdict," he 
said to the jury, in a low trembling voice.

" There's more evidence to come yet, please 
your Majesty," said the White Rabbit, jump­
ing up in a great hurry : " this paper has just 
been picked up."

"W hat's in it?" said the Queen.
" I haven't opened it yet," said the White 

Rabbit, " but it seems to be a letter, written 
by the prisoner to—to somebody."

" It must have been that," said the King, 
" unless it was written to nobody, which isn't 
usual, you know."

"W ho is it directed to?" said one of the 
jurymen.

" It isn't directed at all," said the White 
Rabbit ; " in fact, there's nothing written on 
the óv/AsioW He unfolded the paper as he
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The White Rabbit put on his spectacles. 
"Where shall I begin, please your Majesty?" 
he asked.

" Begin at the beginning," the King said 
gravely, " and go on till you come to the end; 
then stop."

There was dead silence in the court, whilst 
the White Rabbit read out these verses :—
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My notion was that you had been 

(Before she had this fit)
An obstacle that came between 

Him, and ourselves, and it.
Don't let him know she liked them best,

For this must ever be 
A secret, kept from all the rest,

Between yourself and me."
"That's the most important piece of 

evidence we've heard yet," said the King, 
rubbing his hands; "so now let the jury

" I f  any of them can explain it," said Alice, 
(she had grown so large in the last few 
minutes that she wasn't a bit afraid of inter­
rupting him,) " I'll give him sixpence. 7 
don't believe there's an atom of meaning in 
it."

The jury all wrote down on their slates, 
doesn't believe there's an atom of 

meaning in it," but none of them attempted 
to explain the paper.

" I f  there's no meaning in it," said the King, 
" that saves a world of trouble, you know, as 
we needn't try to find any. And yet I don't
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ing an inkstand at the Lizard as she spoke. 
(The unfortunate httie Bid had left off writing 
on his siate with one finger, as he found it 
made no m ark; but he now hastiiy began 
again, using the ink, that was trickling down 
his face, as long as it lasted.)

"Then the words don't yf/ you," said the 
King, looking round the court with a smile. 
There was a dead silence.

" It's a pun ! " the King added in an angry 
tone, and everybody laughed.

"L et the jury consider their verdict," the 
King said, for about the twentieth time that 
day.

" No, no ! " said the Queen. " Sentence 
first—verdict afterwards."

" Stuff and nonsense t " said Alice loudly. 
" The idea of having the sentence first! "

" Hold your tongue! " said the Queen, 
turning purple.

" I w on't! " said Alice.
" Off with her head ! " the Queen shouted 

at the top of her voice. Nobody moved.
" Who cares forjycM?" said Alice (she had 

grown to her full size by this time). "You're 
nothing but a pack of cards ! "
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